regarded Lepidophallus Coiffait, 1956 and Lemiganus Bordoni, 1985 as synonyms. Although all these synonymies were based on simple morphological observations rather than any form of phylogenetic analysis, they were commonly accepted. Because this paper concentrates on a taxonomic revision of the genus Megalinus occurred in China and reports the faunistic finding in our study, we follow thus the widely accepted concept of the genus Megalinus Mulsant & Rey.
Before our study, the world fauna of the genus Megalinuss Mulsant & Rey was composed of 46 species, of which 26 were found to occur in China. A brief summary of the history of exploration of the Chinese fauna of Megalinus is provided in the Table 1 . Obviously, the species diversity is very high in China; no doubt, it is a species rich group with very high degree of endemism in China.
Our study is focused on the taxonomy of the genus Megalinus and aims at a comprehensive revision of the Chinese fauna of this genus. Seven new species are described: Megalinus ailaoshanensis Zhou & Zhou sp. nov., 
Materials and methods
Specimens were relaxed in warm water (60 ºC) for about 5−8 hours, then cleared in 10% KOH for 5 minutes, and transferred to 75% alcohol. The cleared specimens were dissected for morphological studies of the abdominal segments VIII-X and the median lobe of aedeagus. After examination, the body parts were stored permanently in
